Sample E-Mails for HR/Payroll

E-Mail 1  for use in November 2002  (look up rates Nov 1 on our website)
Treasury announces new rates for savings bonds

The new rate for Series I Savings Bonds is ___%, effective Nov 1–Apr 30.

The interest rate that applies to Series I Savings Bonds has two components – a fixed rate and an inflation adjustment.  Once an I Bond is purchased, the fixed rate applies for the life of the Bond.  The inflation adjustment is made every six months, based on rates announced each May 1 and November 1 which reflect inflation during the prior six months.  The combined rates insure that holders earn a real rate of return above inflation.

The new rate for Series EE Savings Bonds is ___%, effective Nov 1–Apr 30.

Series EE Bonds earn market-based interest, at 90% of the rate paid on five-year Treasury marketable securities.  Rates are adjusted each May 1 and November 1 to reflect changes in the market during the preceding six months.  For more information on Series EE and I Savings Bonds, go to www.savingsbonds.gov. 

E-Mail 2  for use in December 2002
A great gift idea

U.S. Savings Bonds can now be purchased online using all major credit cards.  Just go to www.savingsbonds.gov and follow the links to Savings Bonds Direct.  It’s a great way to buy gifts for the holidays, birthdays or other special occasions that don’t lend themselves to payroll allotments.

E-Mail 3  for use in January 2003

How to find your lost Savings Bonds

Because U.S. Savings Bonds are registered securities, they are safe against loss.  The Treasury will replace bonds free of charge if they are lost, stolen, mutilated or destroyed.  Just fill out form PDF-1048, available from www.savingsbonds.gov/sav/sbfaqcs2.htm , and submit it to the Treasury through your bank or credit union.  And if you own Series I Bonds even the purchasing power cannot be lost, since I Bonds are inflation indexed.

E-Mail 4  for use in February 2003

Hunt for lost treasures

Did you know that more than $9 billion worth of savings bonds have stopped earning interest, but haven’t been cashed?  And in addition, each year, more than 15,000 savings bonds and 25,000 payments return to the Department of the Treasury as undeliverable.

And did you know the Treasury Department has a new tool to help you search for savings bonds that are no longer earning interest as well as savings bonds that you haven’t received in the mail?  It’s called Treasury Hunt and it can be accessed by going to www.savingsbonds.gov/sav/sbtdhunt.htm .

E-Mail 5  for use in March 2003

Savings Bonds Owner’s Manual

Interested in additional savings bonds information?  Check out the Savings Bonds Owner’s Manual, a thorough collection of basic savings bonds information with links to additional information.  You can find this helpful resource online at www.savingsbonds.gov/mar/marsbomtoc.htm .

Remember…you can arrange to purchase U.S. Savings Bonds regularly through a payroll plan at work or the EasySaver Plan at www.easysaver.gov . 

E-Mail 6  for use in April 2003

Tax advantages of savings bonds

Savings Bonds have tax advantages that increase their effective yields versus other savings and investment methods without the advantages.  The interest earned on Bonds is exempt from state or local income taxes, and Federal tax can be deferred until a Bond is cashed or reaches the end of its interest-bearing life (30 years).  See the fun calculator on the Savings Bonds website, www.savingsbonds.gov, to see how these tax advantages can affect your Bonds.
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